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A Guide to Building Community on Your Block

Great reasons for starting on our own block:

Neighborhoods have the potential for being the foundation of community building in our city by starting block by block. The number of people who live on a city block fits with the Transition Movement’s idea of human scale. 

The block is a wonderful container for: 

emergency preparedness, skill sharing, resource sharing, human care, food production, civic involvement, creating new “family” groups....

Hot tips before knocking on doors:

Check your motivation: 

You may want to be aware of your thoughts and intentions before setting out to knock on doors so that you approach people in a positive manner. For example, you may have thoughts like:

· “I need to organize these people.”

· “Things are going to be really bad if we don’t hurry up and change our way of life right here on this block!

If so, consider these instead:

· “I want to connect with each person as another human being no matter her or his point of view.” 

· “I’m curious about what my neighbors have to say.”  

· “I want to get to know them for my own well being and connection.”

· “Community Building can be a slow process, but it pays off in the long run.”

We have found it helpful to graciously accept that some people are not interested/comfortable with community building overtures. Pick the low-hanging fruit! Others may come along later on.

Work with someone:

Is there one other person on your block who might work with you? It is usually easier and more fun to get motivated together!

Be clear about what type of event/activity you are planning:

· Is this a strictly social event? 

· Is this an event with a specific outcome, like  emergency planning or Transition education?

Set specific and doable goals, for example: 

· Host an emergency preparedness meeting at your home and go door to door to invite neighbors. There are emergency professionals that you can invite to lead the meeting. (For example, see www.santacruzneighbors.com.)

· Canvass door to door to see if people would be willing to put their name on a block roster. Get the names and info of people that you know first and then approach people that you don’t know.

· Host a simple dessert party at your home.

· There are many more ideas on the Transition Santa Cruz website (see below).

To Talk Transition or Not to Talk Transition?

Just connecting with someone that you don’t know is  an important step in the direction of recreating community and resilience. Don’t underestimate the value of those little hellos and short conversations!

Since the ideas of Transition are not usually our everyday topics with neighbors we need to decide if we are going to directly talk with people about our thoughts on the Transition issues. Some people can become very cautious if they feel you are approaching them with an agenda. If you are building community for the first time on your block, building trust with simple social gatherings may be the best way to begin.

It may be that there are a selected few neighbors who you suspect would be interested in the concepts of Transition right away. In that case, you may choose to have an organizing meeting with them, and think together about the best ways to invite participation from the rest of the neighborhood.

Nonthreatening ways of bringing Transition to the block:

We can talk Transition without needing to call it by that name. For example, harvest sharing is an easily accepted block activity, as is emergency preparedness. Many people are receptive to the idea of a skill- and resource-sharing database, and there are some neighborhood improvements (say, a shared vegetable garden in someone’s front yard) that almost everyone will like.  

When and if you want to talk about Peak Oil, Climate Change, and Transition:

Hosting a TSC House Meeting can be a way to introduce your neighbors to the ideas without having to do the talking yourself. An experienced TSC presenter will come to your house to give a Transition slideshow and talk.

For more ideas on community building on your block, go to the TSC website at www.transitionsc.org, and click on “Neighborhood Organizing.”

